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at the end of which time he "was pronounced " shaky "
in scholarship. He also attended lectures at King's
College, London, for three days a week in logic, Eng-
lish, literature, and translation. At the age of seven-
teen he was matricxilated at Oxford; and as it was
doubtful if he could pass the ordinary examination, he
was allowed to enter Christ Church as a gentleman-
commoner*

No doubt can remain that when John went to
Oxford at the age of eighteen, his school teaching had
been desultory, and his schoolboy knowledge was poor.
He assures us that he never learned to write Latin
prose, and with difficulty managed the regulation
Latin verse. He knew the elements of Euclid well,
and some algebra. He had read little in the ancient
classics, and had but a smattering of French. On the
other hand, he had taught himself and had picked up
a good deal of general knowledge in elementary
physics, and had passionately devoted himself to
geology, botany, and minerals, in his own way. He
had worked at museums and made collections of
his own, which he carefully catalogued. Besides this,
he had seen at eighteen more of England and of
the Continent than most systematic tourists, and had
observed and thought about all this perhaps more
than any living man. He had, no doubt, written
more prose and verse than has been recorded of any
man of his years; and he had made himself an in-
defatigable student of composition, an art which from
infancy he had practised with zeal and untiring
patience.

"With much nervous energy and a lively temper, the
young John was delicate, and his parents behaved asday-school of the Reverend Thomas Dale at Peckham.
